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Abstract

This study aimed at investigating common thinking styles in the light
of the theory of the mental self-government amongst students at
Jordanian universities. To achieve this aim, the Thinking Styles Scale
which was developed by Sternberg and Wagner, and its verified
psychometric characteristics were used. The study sample consisted of
(1174) students, of whom (402) from scientific faculties, and (772) from
humanistic faculties. Results of the study showed the prevalence of the
conservative style, the local style, and the monarchic, while the less
common styles are: the legislative, the hierarchical, and the external. The
study revealed that there were statistically significant differences
between students’ means of scores on the judicial, monarchic, oligarchic
and external styles attributed to gender in favor of the males on each of
the judicial, oligarchic and external, and in favor of the females on the
monarchic style. There were statistically significant differences between
students’ means of scores on the judicial, local, progressive, hierarchical,
and oligarchic thinking styles attributed to the students’ specialization in
favor of students in scientific faculties in the oligarchic style, and for
humanistic faculties in the other styles, and there was a weak positive
correlation between the students” GPA and some thinking styles. The
study proposes some recommendations such as: developing the scale of
Sternberg and Wagner on the Jordanian environment, and exploring its
predictive value in light of different variables.

Key words: Thinking styles, Mental self-government, University
students.
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