EC P Tl ol d o

Agilady) o gl

An-Najah University Journal for Research — B

Humanities

Obstacles to Professional Practice of Social Work in the Family

Field in Yemeni Society

Badora Hassan Alsalemyl’* & Sokina Ahmed Hashim!

(Type: Full Article). Received: 13 Oct. 2024, Accepted: 26" Jun. 2025, Published: 1%t Feb. 2026,
DOI: https://doi.org/10.35552/0247.40.2.2539

Abstract: Objective: The study aimed to identify the obstacles to professional practice of social work in the family
field in Yemeni society. Method: Since the study was quantitative, it relied on the descriptive-analytical method and
used the social survey technique by sample. To collect information, a questionnaire tool was used, and a non-probability
sample was conveniently selected, including 117 social workers working in social institutions. Findings: The study
found that the societal obstacles are high and include weak community awareness and lack of centers dedicated to
domestic violence. The institutional obstacles include lack of financial support and absence of clear policies. The
obstacles related to the social worker were the least impactful and include difficulty in communicating with abused
women. The obstacles related to the abused woman include non-disclosure of the violence and lack of conviction in the
role of social workers. The family obstacles were the most impactful and include customs and traditions that prevent
disclosure of domestic violence and the family's feeling of shame. The difference tests revealed no statistically
significant differences between the average responses of the study sample attributed to the variables of gender, age,
educational qualification, specialization, and years of experience. Recommendations: The study recommended
enhancing the role of media in raising awareness in Yemeni society about domestic violence and establishing
specialized institutions to receive cases of domestic violence against women.
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