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Abstract: Palestine is considered one of the countries rich in endowments of all kinds, charitable and and family endowments.
Endowments flourished during the Ayyubid, Mamluk, and Ottoman periods. After 1948, Islamic endowments became subject to
both Sharia and civil jurisdiction, and Islamic endowment lawsuits varied before these two mentioned judicial bodies. Through the
management of Islamic endowment lawsuits before specialized courts, the defendant responds to the lawsuit either by admission,
denial, or by making formal or substantive defenses. This research, through three sections, clarifies the functional jurisdiction of the
courts in the Palestinian interior regarding Islamic endowment lawsuits, outlines the formal and substantive defenses raised in these
lawsuits, and discusses the judicial applications of these defenses. It concludes that Islamic endowment lawsuits in the Palestinian
interior involve recurring defenses before both Sharia and civil courts, and recommends the necessity of understanding these defenses
and others that may arise in Islamic endowment lawsuits, especially for judges, lawyers, and sharia advocates in the Palestinian
interior. Objective: The study aims to clarify the formal and substantive defenses to endowment lawsuits used in the Sharia and civil
courts inside Palestine, and to mention judicial examples of these defenses and comment on them. Methodology: In this study, the
researcher followed the descriptive and analytical approach. This is done by describing the defenses used in the Sharia judiciary
inside Palestine, with regard to Islamic Waqf lawsuits, and analyzing the Sharia and legal texts related to them. It is appended with
judicial applications from the Sharia and civil courts inside Palestine and comments on them. Results: There are many formal
defenses and substantive defenses before the Sharia courts and civil courts inside Palestine. The defendant can defend the lawsuit
against him. These defenses are treated as a lawsuit, and accepting them is enough to dismiss the lawsuit. Recommendations: For
researchers and lawyers: by expanding studies on Islamic endowments located inside Palestine, and following up on their matters
judicially. If necessary, submit the appropriate lawsuit to preserve it. Expanding the study of other objective defenses that may be
used to raise endowment claims inside Palestine.
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