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Abstract

In this paper, we have clarified that one of the issues raised by
Capital is the issue of copyright and keeping Trade Secrets. We have
explained that the Jordanian legislator did not mention the importance of
Trade Secrets while addressing the issue of meeting international
conventions. However, we need an independent legislation to organize
the issues of Copyright, Data, Electronic Money and Electronic Sites. All
the above-mentioned should be under the umbrella of the Electronic
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Trade issue. Moreover, we have explained that short-hand solutions
cannot cope up with the rapid spread of commercial activities. We have
discussed both the linguistic and the legal meanings of Trade Secrets and
showed that the historical development of Trade Secrets in Jordanian
Laws was not enough to protect them. Furthermore, we have argued that
this era is the era of information technology; therefore, there is a need to
study relevant laws in a comprehensive fashion not only to meet
international conventions but also to cope with recent developments.
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EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS

A trade secret owner has the right to keep others from
misappropriating and wusing the trade secret. Sometimes the
misappropriation is a result of industrial espionage. Many trade secret
cases involve people who have taken their former employers' trade
secrets for use in new businesses or for new employers.

Trade secret protection endures so long as the requirements for
protection - generally« value to the owner and secrecy - continue to be
met. The protection is lost if the owner fails to take reasonable steps to
keep the information secret.

Example: After Sam discovered a new method for manipulating
images in multimedia works¢< he demonstrated his new method to a
number of other developers at a multimedia conference. Sam lost his
trade secret protection for the image manipulation method because he
failed to keep his method secret.

LIMITATIONS ON THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS

Trade secret owners have recourse only against misappropriation.
Discovery of protected information through independent research or
reverse engineering (taking a product apart to see how it works) is not
misappropriation.

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION

To obtain patent, trademark¢ and trade secret protection in another
country¢ you must comply with that country's requirements for obtaining
protection. For these intellectual property rights¢ there are no
international conventions that provide automatic protection for U.S.
rights owners.
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Compare, e.g. Yuan Cheng. Legal Protection of Trade Secrets in the
People’s Republic of China, 5 PAC. RIM L. & POL’Y J. (1996); with
Anuja Rajbhandary, Protecting Trade Secrets through Family
Businesses: A Case Study on Nepal, 16 INT'L REV. L. & ECON.
483 (1996).

Patent, Trademark, & Trade Secret, Mark F. Radcliffe and Diane
Brinson of DLA Piper US LLP¢ on the following link on the internet
www.library.findllaw.com. visited on 8/4/2010.

Nolo's free dictionary of law terms and legal definitions¢ on internet,
on "www.nolodectionary.com/ Nolo's Plain-English Law Dictionary
> Legal Topics > Patent, Copyright & Trademark Definitions>

Definition of "trade secret", visited on: 8/4/2010
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- Nolo's free dictionary of law terms and legal definitions, on internet,
on "www.nolodectionary.com/ Nolo's Plain-English Law Dictionary
> Legal Topics > Patent, Copyright & Trademark Definitions >
Definition of "trade secret", visited on: 8/4/2010.
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