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Abstract: Objective: This study aims to evaluate the compatibility of the Palestinian Decree-Law No. 41 of 2020
concerning administrative courts with the principle of free access to justice. This is especially significant in light of
Decree-Law No. 22 of 2022 regarding administrative court fees, which significantly raised the fees imposed on
administrative claims and appeals in Palestine, thereby increasing the difficulty of accessing administrative justice. The
study also compares the Palestinian and Tunisian legal systems in their approaches to the issue of legal costs and fees,
in line with the principle of free litigation. An inductive, analytical, and comparative methodology was used by
analyzing and studying the provisions of the decree-laws related to administrative courts and litigation fees in Palestine,
with a comparison to the Tunisian system. Findings: The study concludes that the judicial fees imposed within the
Palestinian administrative judiciary place a heavy burden on litigants, posing a serious challenge. This approach may
discourage citizens from claiming their rights and undermines their trust in the judicial system. This stands in contrast
to the Tunisian experience, where administrative justice is viewed as an effective refuge for protecting rights, rather
than an additional financial burden. Recommendations: The study strongly recommends the need to reconsider
legislative policies related to administrative court fees in Palestine by amending the conditions for filing administrative
claims, revising the fee schedules, and establishing a legal aid system. This would help strike a balance between funding
justice and ensuring everyone’s right to litigation without discrimination or exclusion, taking the Tunisian model as a
reference.

Keywords: Administrative judiciary, free access to justice, equality before the law, litigation costs, legal aid, attorney
representation.
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