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Abstract: Objective: The study aimed to identify the role of extracurricular education in reducing school dropout
among secondary school students, and to examine differences in perspectives based on variables such as school position,
gender, years of experience, and academic qualifications. It also sought to identify the qualitative opinions of sample
members regarding the role of extracurricular activities in reducing dropout. Methodology: A mixed-methods approach
was used, and the study sample consisted of 410 teachers who were given a questionnaire. Seven interviews were also
conducted with three female principals and four male and female social education coordinators. Results: The total score
for teachers’ responses regarding the school’s level of engagement in extracurricular activities was high. There were
statistically significant differences among the mean responses concerning the role of extracurricular education in
addressing the phenomenon of school dropout among high school students. From the teachers’ point of view, these
differences were attributed to the position variable, specifically to the role of the extracurricular activities coordinator,
and to the gender variable in favor of female teachers. However, there were no statistically significant differences in
teachers’ responses related to the academic qualification variable. Overall, there was a near consensus among teachers
that extracurricular activities help reduce school dropout rates through school exhibitions that showcase such activities,
students’ contributions in preparing educational materials, and the diversity of activities offered to engage students and
prevent dropout. Conclusions: It is necessary to provide schools with teachers who possess the ability to employ
strategies to combat school dropout through extracurricular activities, and to train principals and teachers on methods
for employing extracurricular activities in schools to address the phenomenon of dropout.
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