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Abstract: Objective: This study examined the predictive relationship between design thinking and the creative mindset
among public school principals in Tulkarm Governorate. Methodology: A descriptive—analytical-predictive approach
was adopted. A questionnaire was distributed to all (140) principals; (119) valid responses were collected through
convenience sampling, and (117) were analyzed. Results: Design thinking explained (52%) of the variance in the
creative mindset. Its dimensions—reasoning and reflection, collaboration, and implementation—had positive,
statistically significant effects, with implementation showing the strongest influence, whereas idea generation was not
significant. Recommendations: Strengthen Palestinian public-school principals’ capacity to apply design thinking
through targeted training, collaborative professional learning communities, and policies that embed design thinking into
routine practice. Conclusion: Design thinking significantly enhances the creative mindset of public-school principals
in Tulkarm. These findings underscore integrating reflective, collaborative, and practical approaches to foster creativity
and innovation in school leadership.

Keywords: Design Thinking, Creative Mindset, Public Schools Principals, Tulkarm Governorate, Structural Equation
Modeling (SEM).
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