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Abstract: Purpose: This study aimed to examine the extent to which the legislator in Palestine and the comparative jurisdictions has
intervened in combating the phenomenon of digital drugs, and the extent to which such acts can be legally classified within existing
criminal offenses without contravening the principle of legality. It also sought to highlight areas of deficiency in these legislations,
if any, in order to propose specialized legal frameworks for addressing this type of digital substance. Methodology: The study
employed a descriptive, and analytical approach. It began by outlining the historical development of digital drugs, followed by
clarifying their concept and types. It also analyzed the views of scholars who support the notion that digital drugs cause addiction,
as well as the opposing scholarly views. Furthermore, the study examined the position of the current criminal legislations in Palestine,
Jordan, France, the United Kingdom, and the United States regarding the regulation of this phenomenon, and the possibility of legally
classifying the acts associated with it in the absence of explicit statutory provisions, and in a manner consistent with the principle of
legality. Findings: The study concluded that digital drugs remain a subject of scholarly debate concerning whether they cause
addiction—similar to traditional drugs—or not. It also found that there are no criminal legislations to date that explicitly and clearly
criminalize or penalize the use, sale, or trafficking of digital drugs. Recommendations: The study recommends enacting laws that
criminalize the use, trafficking, promotion, and production of digital drugs, as well as the creation or administration of websites
dedicated to their distribution, regardless of whether they are proven to cause addiction, based on the principle that preventing harm
takes precedence over attaining benefits.
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