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Abstract: The Muscat Document for the Unified Personal Status System (Law) for the Gulf Cooperation Council States was issued
in 1996. The Omani Personal Status Law adopted many of its provisions, while the Saudi Personal Status System followed a different
approach in several of its rulings and introduced provisions that, in many instances, do not align with the document. Therefore, this
study was conducted to examine the rulings related to spousal maintenance in both laws, accompanied by the legal reasoning and
justifications, with the researcher favoring what he deems more correct based on Islamic evidences, jurisprudential principles, and
the maqasid (objectives) of divine legislation. Research Objective: The aim of the study is to analyze the rulings contained in the
Saudi Personal Status System in comparison with the Omani Personal Status Law, in order to identify strengths and weaknesses in
each, and to develop a legal framework that may be used in codifying the rulings of spousal maintenance, especially in light of
contemporary developments across multiple fields that affect such rulings. Methodology: The researcher adopted an analytical and
comparative methodology to reach the findings and recommendations. Findings and Recommendations: Among the key findings
is the agreement between both laws on some legal rulings, such as the obligation of spousal maintenance even if the wife is wealthy,
and granting spousal maintenance priority over other debts. However, the laws differed in several issues, including: the basis of the
obligation of spousal maintenance, the extent of the wife's right to claim past maintenance, the wealthy wife’s right to request
separation due to the husband's financial hardship, and whether the right established for her constitutes divorce or annulment. As for
the recommendations, one of the most significant is the call for a review of the Omani Personal Status Law while benefitting from
personal status legislation issued after it.
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