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Abstract: Objective: This study aims to examine the interaction between music criticism and artistic creativity in Arab
music through an in-depth reading of critic Nizar Mroueh’s discourse on the Rahbani Brothers’ works in musical theatre.
The research focuses on analyzing Mroueh’s critical style, the development of his critical vision over more four decades,
and understanding the impact of his criticism on the Rahbanis’ creative orientations. It also highlights critical practices
characterized by the continuity and depth of critical discourse amidst the current weakness of Arab music criticism.
Methodology: The study adopts historical and descriptive-analytical approaches, analyzing a collection of Nizar Mroueh’s
critical articles published during the second half of the twentieth century (1952—1992) to explore the interaction between
criticism and creativity within the context of Arab musical culture. Key Findings: The study demonstrates that Nizar
Mroueh’s critical discourse set a pioneering model for guiding and inspiring the Rahbani Brothers’ artistic creativity toward
a new direction that would advance Arab music in general and musical theater in particular. His critique went beyond
simple musical analysis to include cultural and social aspects, greatly improving Lebanese musical theater and creating a
deeper aesthetic understanding of modern Arab music. Conclusions: The study highlights the importance of Nizar
Mroueh’s critical discourse as a dynamic element in the creation of Arab musical modernity. It helped to revitalize and
guidance of Rahbani creativity and underscores the urgent need to strengthen specialized music criticism to address current
challenges in the Arab cultural scene. Recommendations: The study recommends developing Arab music criticism, as
well as expanding research into its relationship with contemporary Arab music, thereby enhancing its role in guiding
musical creativity and understanding the dimensions of cultural and artistic identity in the future.
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