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Abstract

This study aims to assess the primary stage textbooks of social
studies in Jordan on the basis of the contemporary standards of
environmental education. The study has answered the following
questions: 1) What are the contemporary standards of environmental
education that should be available in the textbooks of social studies? 2)
To what degree do the textbooks of social studies observe the
contemporary standards of environmental education? The study sample
consisted of the social studies textbooks of the primary stage which were
issued by the Ministry of Education for the academic year 2008/2009. In
order to achieve the objectives of the study, the researchers developed a
measurement and analysis tool which included nine pivots and twenty
seven contemporary standards of environmental education at the primary
stage. The reliability coefficient was obtained using Holsti formula. The
intercoder and intracoder reliability coefficients were (86.9%) and
(90.1%) respectively. After the completion of the analysis process of the
primary stage textbooks of social studies in Jordan, the results of the
study show the these textbooks have a low level of observance of the
contemporary standards of environmental education. While the standard
rates of the first pivot(resources)were high, the sixth pivot(cooperation)
and the seventh pivot (ethics, values and behaviour) came with average
standard rates. All the other pivots (science and technology, energy,
population, economy, development and consumption, culture,
information and education, legislation and control) came with low
standard rates. Building on the results of the study, the researchers
recommend that the contemporary standards of environmental education
should be available in the textbooks of social studies. Also, the researcher
suggest that further studies should be conducted to determine whether the
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contemporary standards of environmental education are observed in other
textbooks such as those of geography, history, and Arabic language.
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