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Abstract: Objective: This study employs Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to conduct a detailed spatial analysis of the Israeli political and
security policies and its tangible impacts on Palestinian urban landscapes. By mapping and modeling these determinants, the research not only
elucidates the present-day realities of territorial fragmentation and development constraints but also projects their future implications for urban
viability and growth. Problem: Palestinian communities suffer from spatial chaos and random distribution, which limits their expansion and restricts
their urban growth for the interests of the (Israeli) occupation. Methodology: The study used the analytical descriptive approach to examine the
current reality in the research area and the state of Palestinian communities. This approach helps clarify the spatial characteristics of urban
communities and highlights their development under the existing difficult political and security conditions, in addition to using the regional and
inductive approaches. Results: The study concluded that more than 80% of the West Bank lands fall within classifications (B, C, and Natural
Reserves) subject to full (Israeli) control according to the Oslo Il Accord, and there are more than 750 Palestinian communities located in these areas.
These communities cannot grow or expand at present or in the near future. Furthermore, 77% of urban communities are located within 4 km of
(Israeli) settlements, and 403 Palestinian communities are located just 1 km away from bypass roads, which limits the possibility of urban expansion
for these communities. Recommendations: The study recommended providing Palestinian governmental institutions with the results obtained from
the research so that they can take them into consideration when setting priorities for supporting Palestinian communities that are most exposed to the
risks of the (Israeli) occupation.

Keywords: Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Urban Growth, (Israeli) Occupation, Security Determinants, Spatial Analysis, West Bank.
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