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Abstract: Objective: As the title indicates, this study analyzes actantial shifting out in Emile Habibi’s short story
“Mendelbaum’s Gate,” traces the mechanisms through which it operates, and examines the functions it performs at the
level of discourse. It investigates the various forms of reported discourse in the story—dialogue, reported monologue,
immediate discourse, and metanarrative—through which actantial shifting out is achieved. The study identifies the
structural positions in which these forms appear and clarifies the functions they fulfill within the discourse of the story.
Methodology: The methodological framework is grounded in the discourse semiotics of A. J. Greimas and his student
Joseph Courtés. Results: The study concludes that actantial shifting out is both analytically productive and practically
effective, and that its role in enhancing the story’s realism and constructing its broader significations becomes evident
through analysis. Recommendations: The research recommends a critical approach that brings together actantial
shifting out and reported discourse, drawing on insights from narrative and discourse semiotics as well as enunciative
narratology.
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