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THE ELEMENTS OF POPULATION GROWTH
IN THE WEST BANK
Hussein Ahmad Yousef

ABSTRACT

The natural increase in the West Bank has been around 30 per thousand
since 1968 ; the crude birth rate has been around 40 per and the crude death rate
around 10 per thousand . The higher crude birth rate in the West Bank reflects the
situation found in most of the less developed countries . The high crude death rate
is associated with the limited nature of health services ; at the same time , the
relatively low mortality suggested by the official figures for the West Bank will be
a product of under — reporting of deaths , especially those of small children and
the elderly . Another reason for the low estimates of the mortality rates in the West
Bank by the Israeli sources may be an attempt to show that there have been
improvements in the health services and in the socio — economic conditions of the
population in the West Bank . There has been a net migration loss from the West
Bank since 1968 , due to the socio — economic and political factors in the West
Bank and neighbouring countries . Despite the high level of emigration and
mortality in the West Bank , it has a relatively high rate of annual population
growth which reached 1.86 per cent during the period 1967 — 1987 , according to
the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics .
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